[image: image1.png]Action
Reform
Change

Ql




6 June 2005
The Honourable Gordon Nuttall MP

Minister for Health
GPO Box 48
BRISBANE  QLD  4001

Dear Minister
Action Reform Change Queensland (ARCQ) recognises and values the important leadership role that Labor Governments have played in gay, lesbian and transgender law reform in Queensland and throughout Australia. It is time for the Government to again demonstrate leadership in addressing one of the few remaining areas of inequality in Queensland law.
A long standing law reform concern for ARCQ and the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communities relates to the difference in age of consent of vaginal sex (16 years) and anal sex (18 years). Despite protestations from some people in Government to the contrary, the only sensible interpretation of this unequal treatment of the sexual practices is that it is aimed at deferring the commencement of male to male sex. Minister, criminalising young gay and bisexual men for exploring sexual practices that are comparable to those being explored by their heterosexual peers is absurd and damaging.

Furthermore, in the context of significant rises in HIV notifications over recent years as announced recently by Queensland Health, barriers to a young person accessing appropriate sexual health information are extremely counterproductive. Rises in HIV notifications have been noted in the 20 – 29 year age group. This means that gay and bisexual men growing from youth into early adulthood should be supported in their psychosocial development, including in relation to safe sexual behaviour. Instead, they are needlessly criminalised at a critical point in their lives. 

The inequality in age of consent law continues to send a message to young gay and bisexual men, and the community at large, that homosexuality is to be feared and constrained. It contributes to the confusion around how best to deliver sexual health and personal development courses in Queensland schools. And it makes many young people reluctant to talk openly with school counsellors and health workers about their feelings and behaviours for fear of legal action.

We must take every opportunity to prevent more people becoming infected with HIV. As, there is no simple solution, the most defendable approach is a multi-faceted one combining social marketing, peer-based education, school-based health programs and appropriate reform of health and legal systems. ARCQ believes that supporting the removal of legal barriers to accessing appropriate health and support services is an important contribution that you can make to address the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Queensland. 

I trust you will give these matters your careful consideration.

Yours sincerely
Shev Armstrong

Spokesperson
ARCQ - advocating for Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender equality through

campaigns for legal and social change, and public education
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